VENUMADHAV

Ultimately, there is a uniqueness in the perfprmance of
great artistes based upon their personality pattern. The artiste
does not express fact but his own sense of fact, his own personal
view of life. For perfect identification with .the artist, a$ St. Beuve
pointed out, knowledge of the artist's personality and his value
system are essential because each artist-has his own Holy Grail
or Golden Fleece to pursue. Every piece, of art bears the stamp
and insignia of the artist. As Oscar Wiled says " In the Picture of
Dorian Gray", "Every Portrait that is painted with feeling is a
portrait of the artist, not of the sitter. The sitter is merely the
accident, the occasion. It is not he who is revealed on the
coloured canvas." This applies to mono-acting and mimicry as
well.

Finally, we cannot write a manual of rules to bind art. There
is no facile theory or formula to regulate the production of art.
Aristotle's 'poetics' would have been different if he had other
models of Greek plays before him, Rules are derived from the
performance of great masters. It is not the other way. Priceless
Shakespeare is the free gift of Nature. "Shakespeare's art is not
artifice. Its noblest worth is not there by plan or pre-contrivance."
Therefore there is some truth in what Pope says of this Supreme
Artist-" perhaps Shakespeare was a law unto himself." The same
i,cka was echoed by Chittury Nagaiah, the veteran actor at a
felicitation meeting arranged at Abbotsbury, Madras, in
connection with the Silver Jubilee of Venu Madhav : "There is
syllabus for music and dance, even for acting in general. But
there is no syllabus for Venu Madhav's arts. He is the syllabus
and he is the curriculum,"

But there is a great responsibility for the artiste. As Romam
Rolland says in 'Jean Christopher1 "THE ARTIST SHOULD CREATE
SUNSHINE WHEN THE SUN FAILS." This reminds us of Tagore's
inspiring message:

"Who is there to take my duties ?"
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